Dr. Shane McCorristine, BA, MA, PhD, F.R.Hist.S

EDUCATION

2004 – 2007 
PhD in History, University College Dublin
2003 – 2004
MA in Cultural History, University College Dublin, (First Class Hons)
2000 – 2003
BA in History (Mode 1), University College Dublin, (First Class Hons)

CURRENT POSITION

Lecturer in Modern British History, School of History, Classics, and Archaeology, Newcastle University

SECONDARY AFFILIATION
Research Associate, Humanities Institute, University College Dublin

PUBLICATIONS 
Books 

2017 (as editor) Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Mortality and its Timings: When is Death?, (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan)

2014 William Corder and the Red Barn Murder: Journeys of the Criminal Body, (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan) http://dx.doi.org/10.1057/9781137439390
2012 Spiritualism, Mesmerism, and the Occult, 1800-1920, 5 volume edited collection, (London: Pickering & Chatto) ISBN: 9781848932005
2010 Spectres of the Self: Thinking about Ghosts and Ghost-seeing in England, 1750-1920, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press) ISBN: 9780521747967

Forthcoming 

2018 The Spectral Arctic: A History of Dreams and Ghosts in Polar Exploration (London: UCL Press) 

Peer-reviewed journals

2016 (with Jane S.P. Mocellin) ‘Christmas at the Poles: Emotions, Food, and Festivities during the Heroic Age of Polar Exploration’, Polar Record, http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0032247416000437
2015 (with Victoria Herrmann) ‘The “Old Arctics”: Notices of Franklin Search Expedition Veterans in the British Press, 1876-1934’, Polar Record, http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0032247415000728
2015 ‘The Dark Value of Criminal Bodies: Context, Consent, and the Disturbing Sale of John Parker’s Skull’, Journal of Conservation and Museum Studies, 13(1) (2): 1-7. http://doi.org/10.5334/jcms.1021220
2015 ‘A Manuscript History of the Franklin Family by Sophia Cracroft (1853)’, Polar Record, 51 (256): 72-90.  http://doi.org/10.1017/S0032247413000600
2014 Bergthaller, Hannes., Emmet, Rob., Johns-Putra, Adeline., Kneitz, Agnes., Lidström, Susanna., McCorristine, Shane., Pérez Ramos, Isabel., Phillips, Dana., Rigby, Kate., Robin, Libby. ‘Mapping Common Ground: Ecocriticism, Environmental History, and the Environmental Humanities’, Environmental Humanities, 5: 261-76. http://environmentalhumanities.org/archives/vol5/
2014 ‘The Spectral Place of the Franklin Expedition in Contemporary Culture’, Critique: Studies in Contemporary Fiction, 55 (1): 60-73. http://doi.org/10.1080/00111619.2012.656204
2013 ‘“Involuntary we Listen: Hearing the Aurora Borealis in Nineteenth-Century Arctic Exploration and Science’, Canadian Journal of History, 48 (1): 29-61.  http://utpjournalsreview.com/index.php/CJOH/article/view/12321/11195
2013 ‘Searching for Franklin: A Modern Canadian Ghost Story’, British Journal of Canadian Studies, 26 (1): 39-57. http://dx.doi.org/10.3828/bjcs.2013.3
2012 ‘Ludic Terrorism: The Game of Anarchism in some Edwardian Fiction’, Studies in the Literary Imagination, 45 (2):27-46. https://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/studies_in_the_literary_imagination/v045/45.2.mccorristine.html
2011 ‘William Fletcher Barrett and Psychical Research in Edwardian Dublin’, Estudios Irlandeses, 6: 39-53.http://www.estudiosirlandeses.org/2011/03/william-fletcher-barrett-spiritualism-and-psychical-research-in-edwardian-dublinshane/
2010 ‘The Supernatural Arctic: An Exploration’, Nordic Journal of English Studies, 9 (1): 47-70. http://ojs.ub.gu.se/ojs/index.php/njes/issue/view/45
2010 ‘Ghostly Relations: The Aunt-type in the Fiction of Walter de la Mare’, English, 59 (226): 224-43.  http://doi.org/10.1093/english/efq016
2010 ‘The Ghostly Concept of Childhood in the Fiction of Walter de la Mare’, The Lion and the Unicorn, 34 (3): 333-53. 
http://muse.jhu.edu/login?auth=0&type=summary&url=/journals/lion_and_the_unicorn/v034/34.3.mccorristine.html
2009 ‘Lautréamont and the Haunting of Surrealism’, Writing in Context: French Literature, Theory and the Avant Gardes / L’écriture en contexte: littérature, théorie et avant-gardes français au XXe siècle (CollEgium: Studies Across Disciplines in the Humanities and Social Sciences), 5: 31-49. http://hdl.handle.net/10138/25794
2009 ‘Ghost Hands, Hands of Glory, and Manumission in the Fiction of Sheridan Le Fanu’, Irish Studies Review, 17 (3): 275-95. http://doi.org/10.1080/09670880903115504
2007 ‘Academia, Avocation and Ludicity in the Supernatural Fiction of M.R. James’, Limina: A Journal of Historical and Cultural Studies, 13: 54-65. 
http://www.archive.limina.arts.uwa.edu.au/past_volumes/13
Chapters in edited volumes

2017 ‘Introduction: When is Death?’, in S. McCorristine ed. Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Mortality and its Timings: When is Death?, (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan): 1-16.
2017 ‘Dismemberment: A Historical Perspective’, in S. Black et al (eds.), Criminal Dismemberment: Forensic and Investigative Analysis, Boca Raton, Florida: CRC Press: 7-25.
2016 ‘Captain William Coppin, the Ghost and the Lost Arctic Explorer’, in S. Ryan (ed.) Death and the Irish: A Miscellany, Bray: Wordwell: 120-2.
2016 ‘Mesmerism and Victorian Arctic Exploration’, in S. Donecker, E. Rosamund Barraclough, and D. Marie Cudmore (eds.) Imagining the Supernatural North, Edmonton: University of Alberta Press: 149-64.
2014 ‘Wilderness, Suffering, and Civilization: Representations of Erris, County Mayo’, in R. Boyd and D. Sabenacio Nititham (eds.), in Heritage, Diaspora and the Consumption of Culture: Movements in Irish Landscapes, Farnham and Burlington, VT: Ashgate: 27-47. ISBN: 978-1-4724-2509-6

2014 ‘Träume, Labyrinthe, Eislandschaften: Körper und Eis in Arktis-Expeditionen des 19. Jahrhunderts’ [‘Dreams, Labyrinths, and Icescapes: Bodies and Ice in Nineteenth-Century Arctic Exploration’], in A. Kraus and M. Winkler (eds.), Weltmeere: Wissen und Wahrnehmung im Langen 19. Jahrhundert, Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht: 103-26. ISBN: 9783525317136
2011 ‘The Place of Pessimism in Henning Mankell’s Kurt Wallander Novels’, in P. Arvas and A. Nestingen (eds.), Scandinavian Crime Fiction, Cardiff: University of Wales Press: 77-88. ISBN:  9780708323304
2007 ‘Tele-visions of the Dying: Ghost-seeing in the Society for Psychical Research in the 1880s’, in K. Woodthorpe (ed.), Layers of Dying and Death, Probing the Boundaries e-series, 40: 129-38. ISBN: 978-1-904710-06​-6

Other articles (popular; exhibition; online)

2017 ‘How Political Revolution Suffocated a Promising Scientific Future for Ireland’, in Times Higher Education (November 9, 2017) https://www.timeshighereducation.com/features/how-political-revolution-suffocated-promising-scientific-future-ireland
2017 ‘The Psychic Search for the Franklin Expedition’, Royal Museums Greenwich blog, http://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/behind-the-scenes/blog/psychic-search-franklin-expedition
2017 (with Bill Adams) ‘How the Search for Mythical Monsters can help Conservation in the Real World’, in The Conversation, https://theconversation.com/how-the-search-for-mythical-monsters-can-help-conservation-in-the-real-world-81769
2016
‘On the Trail of the Terror’, in History Today, http://www.historytoday.com/shane-mccorristine/trail-terror
2016
‘Dismemberment in Prehistory – Not Just for the Criminally Insane’, University of Leicester blog, http://staffblogs.le.ac.uk/crimcorpse/2015/11/23/shane-mccorristine-dismemberment-in-prehistory-not-just-for-the-criminally-insane/
2016
‘Dismemberment in Victorian London – The Thames Torso Murders’, University of Leicester blog, http://staffblogs.le.ac.uk/crimcorpse/2016/05/31/thames-torso-murders/

2015 ‘Why Don’t People Talk about their Dreams?’, in BBC News Magazine, http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-34115092
2014 ‘The Ghosts of the Franklin Expedition’, in Polar Sea Magazine, (supporting material for episode 5 of TV show ‘The Polar Sea’ [Deep Inc. Production, 2014]) http://www.polarsea360.com/episodes/05
2014 ‘Polar Otherworlds: Dreams and Ghosts in Arctic Exploration’, in Nimrod: The Journal of the Ernest Shackleton Autumn School, 8: 86-101

2014 ‘The Long History of "Going Wild" in Erris, Ireland’. Seeing the Woods, Rachel Carson Center Blog, http://seeingthewoods.org/2014/07/07/the-long-history-of-going-wild-in-erris-ireland
2014 ‘“What shall we call it?”: Performing Home in Antarctica’, in Antarctopia, Padova: Oceanic Fund Projects/Ismail Akhmetov Foundation, 2014: 27-36 (exhibition catalogue for Antarctic Pavilion, Venice Biennale 2014)
2013 ‘Have you Heard the Northern Lights?’, BlueSci: Cambridge University Science Magazine, 27: 6-7

2012 (with Jane S.P. Mocellin) ‘Having a Polar Christmas’, Research: University of Cambridge – Discussion http://www.cam.ac.uk/research/discussion/having-a-polar-christmas
2012 ‘Spiritualism, Mesmerism, and the Occult, 1800-1920’, guest post on Wellcome Library webpage http://wellcomelibrary.blogspot.co.uk/2012/10/guest-post-spiritualism-mesmerism-and.html
2012 ‘Seeking Environmental Knowledge from an Inuit Shaman’, Arcadia: Online Explorations in European Environmental History 
2012 ‘Sounds in the Sky: Listening for the Aurora Borealis at Fort Chipewyan’, Arcadia: Online Explorations in European Environmental History 
2012 ‘The “Bolton Clairvoyante” and Arctic Exploration’, Wellcome History, 49: 18-20

2011 (With Cristina Adcock and Michael Bravo) ‘2011 Scott Polar History Colloquium: Issues of Historical Practice in the Polar Regions’, H-Environment; NiCHE (Network in Canadian History and Environment) http://niche-canada.org/node/10004; Northern Notes, 35, (Spring-Summer, 2011): 19-22
2010 ‘IVRLA Research Report: Reconstructing Irish Science; The Library of the Royal College of Science (1867-1926)’, Research_Online@UCD: 1-16

2010 ‘The Case of Nicolai and Spectral Illusions Theory’, Wellcome History, 44: 15-17
2009 ‘Science and Nation: The Promotion of Science Education in Post-Famine Ireland’, Dublin Review of Books, 12
2007 ‘The Clothes of Ghosts: A Survey of a Nineteenth Century Problem’, Paranormal Review, 44: 8-12 

2007 ‘Dreaming While Awake: The Evolution of the Concept of Hallucination in the Nineteenth Century’, Forum: The University of Edinburgh Postgraduate Journal of Culture and the Arts, Special Issue 1: 67-81

2005 ‘Last Nights in Paris: Exploring Lautréamont’s Surreal City’, The History Review, 15: 115-35

Reviews and essay reviews

2014 (with Rémy Rouillard) Review of Sverker Sörlin ed. Science, Geopolitics and Culture in the Polar Region: Norden Beyond Borders. Farnham: Ashgate, 2013, in Lychnos, (2014): 233-5.

2014 'Ice and Identity' [Reviews of Jay Ruzesky. In Antarctica: An Amundsen Pilgrimage. Gibsons, BC: Nightwood Editions, 2013; Kim Mann and Pete Sarsfield. Glacial Erratics. Regina, SK: Your Nickel's Worth Publishing, 2012; Rachel A. Qitsualik and Sean A. Tinsley. Ajjiit: Dark Dream of the Ancient Arctic. Toronto: Inhabit Media, 2011], in Canadian Literature, 222: 186-8.
2014 Review of Karl Bell. The Magical Imagination: Magic and Modernity in Urban England, 1780-1914. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012, in Cultural and Social History, 11 (2): 312-3

2012 Review of Shelagh D. Grant. Polar Imperative: A History of Arctic Sovereignty in North America. Vancouver: Douglas & McIntyre, 2010, in Polar Geography, 35 (1): 91-3

2012 Review of David E. Cartwright. Schopenhauer: A Biography. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010, in Canadian Journal of History, 46: 675-7 
2012 Review of Melissa Calaresu, Filippo de Vivo, and Joan-Pau Rubiés eds. Exploring Cultural History: Essays in Honour of Peter Burke. Farnham, Ashgate, 2010, in Annual Bulletin of Historical Literature, 96 (1): 31-2

2011 Review of Katharine Park. Secrets of Women: Gender, Generation, and the Origins of Human Dissection. New York: Zone Books, 2006, in Material Culture: Journal of the Pioneer America Society, 43 (1): 126-8

2010 Review of Jason Marc Harris. Folklore and the Fantastic in Nineteenth-Century British Fiction. Aldershot, Hampshire: Ashgate, 2008, in Journal of Irish-Scottish Studies
2009 ‘The Enchantment of Place’, Essay Review of Kate Rigby. Topographies of the Sacred: The Poetics of Place in European Romanticism. Charlottesville and London: University of Virginia Press, 2004; David Brown. God and Enchantment of Place: Reclaiming Human Experience. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004; Ronald L. Grimes. Rite out of Place: Ritual, Media, and the Arts. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006, in Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, 3 (3): 410-30

2009 Review of Craig Leslie Mantle ed. The Apathetic and the Defiant: Case Studies of Canadian Mutiny and Disobedience, 1812-1919. Kingston, Ontario: Canadian Defence Academy Press, 2007, in British Journal of Canadian Studies, 22 (1): 121-2

2009 Review of Patrick F. McDevitt. May the Best Man Win: Sport, Masculinity, and Nationalism in Great Britain and the Empire, 1880-1935. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004, in British Scholar, 1 (2)

2009 Review of Malcolm Gaskill. Witchfinders: A Seventeenth-Century English Tragedy. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2005, in Journal of Men, Masculinities and Spirituality, 3 (1): 88-90

2008 Review of Richard C. Keller. Colonial Madness: Psychiatry in French North Africa. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 2007, in African Studies Quarterly, 10 (2 & 3)

2008 Review of James Vernon. Hunger: A Modern History. Cambridge, Massachusetts and London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2007, in Canadian Journal of History, 43 (2): 377-9

2008 Review of Russell A. Potter. Arctic Spectacles: The Frozen North in Visual Culture, 1818-1875. Seattle and London: University of Washington Press, 2007, in Journal of Popular Culture, 41(5): 896-7

2008 Review of Owen Davies. The Haunted: A Social History of Ghosts. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007, in Journal of Popular Culture, 41(3): 548-50 

2007 ‘Enchanted Modernism’, Essay Review of ‘Magical Thinking: A Symposium’, University of London, 11-12 May, 2007, in Journal of Religion and Popular Culture, 17
AWARDS AND GRANTS

2015

Wood Institute Travel Grant, College of Physicians of Philadelphia ($1500)

2013-15
Postdoctoral Research Fellowship, University of Leicester, 
‘Harnessing the Power of the 



Criminal Corpse’, Wellcome Trust [Overall programme grant: 095904/Z/11/Z, Principal 



Investigator Professor Sarah Tarlow awarded £945, 389].

2013

Shortlisted for the BBC Radio 3/AHRC New Generation Thinkers Award

Since 2013 
Associate Fellowship of the Higher Education Academy

2012-15 
Bye-Fellowship of Downing College, University of Cambridge

Since 2011 
Fellowship of the Royal Historical Society

2011-12 
Postdoctoral Research Associateship, Trinity Hall College, University of Cambridge

2010-13 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie (COFUND) / Irish Research Council, Government of Ireland CARA, 


Maynooth University/University of Cambridge (total personal award €187,000)

2010 

Visiting Research Fellowship, Institute of English Studies, School of Advanced Study, 



University of London 

2010

Postdoctoral Fellowship, Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society, Ludwig-



Maximilians-Universität München 

2004-07 
Doctoral Scholarship, Humanities Institute of Ireland, University College Dublin 

PROFESSIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

Professional and administrative experience
2013-15 
Director of Studies in Geography, Downing College, University of 
Cambridge 

2013

Certified completion of Emerging Research Leaders’ Development Programme (ERLDP). 


Centre for Personal and Professional 
Development, University of Cambridge  

2012-15
Undergraduate admissions interviewer for Geography, Downing College, University of 



Cambridge (also interviewed for Churchill College in 2013; Gonville and Caius College 



in 2014; Emmanuel College in 2014) 

2010

Consulted by Cambridge University Press for its ‘Spiritualism and 
Esoteric Knowledge’ book 


series 

2009 

Researcher on Local and European Elections, political coverage, RTÉ television

2009

Research Assistant, Irish Virtual Research Library and Archive project ‘Reconstructing Irish 


Science’, University College Dublin. Principal Investigator Dr. Marc Caball 

2008

Research Assistant, Irish Research Council project ‘The Irish in the Habsburg and Bourbon 


Naval World’, Trinity College Dublin and Service Historique de la Défense, Paris. Principal 


Investigator Professor Ciaran Brady 

External examining
Stephen Haddelsey: PhD-by-publication. School of History, University of East Anglia, February 2015 

Peer-reviewing
Peer-reviews for the journals Antiquity, Philological Quarterly, History and Anthropology, Victorian Review, Polar Record, Historical Geography, International Journal of Media and Cultural Politics, Journal of Maritime Archaeology
Peer-reviews of monographs for Palgrave Macmillan and Penn State University Press
Conference organisation
2015
Co-organiser (with Dr Marionne Cronin) of ‘Arctic Air’, University of Aberdeen [International 
conference of geographers and cultural historians. This was awarded £3000 from the Principal’s 
Interdisciplinary Fund] 

2015
Co-organiser (with Professor Sarah Tarlow) of ‘When is Death?’, University of Leicester [3-day 
International conference, funded by Wellcome Trust, with six keynote speakers on topics relating to 

definition of death] Publicity: ‘Death may have many deaths, conference hears’, Times Higher 
Education, 23 April, 2015

2013
Organiser of ‘The Geographical Unconscious: Mapping the Supernatural in Current Research’, Scott 
Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge. [Workshop brought together old colleagues from 
Rachel Carson Center in Munich and Cambridge with some new colleagues looking at histories and 
geographies of the supernatural. This workshop was open to the public and funded by the Irish 
Research Council] 

2011
Co-organiser of ‘Ghosts and Apparitions in the Field: An International Workshop’, Scott Polar Research 
Institute, University of Cambridge 

2011
Co-organiser of the ‘Scott Polar History Colloquium: Issues of Historical Practice in the Polar Regions’, 
University of Cambridge 

2007
Co-organiser of the Humanities Institute of Ireland Second Postgraduate Conference, University College 
Dublin 

2005
Co-organiser of the inaugural Humanities Institute of Ireland Postgraduate Conference, University 
College Dublin

OUTREACH AND PUBLIC DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH

Public talks and exhibition
2016
Paper presented at the Iron Mountain Literature Festival, The Dock, Carrick-on-Shannon, Ireland, 
entitled ‘A Power in Darkness’

2015    Public talk entitled, ‘Polar Otherworlds’, at Treadwell’s Bookshop, London, December 3

2014
Public talk entitled, ‘On Cosiness at the Poles’, at the Dementia Compass
Project, Scott Polar Research 

Institute, University of Cambridge, December 18

2014
Public talk entitled, ‘The Hand of Glory’, at Treadwell’s Bookshop, London, December 9

2014
Public talk entitled, ‘Christmas at the Poles: From Paranoia to Plum Pudding’, sponsored by Fortnum & 

Mason, at the Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge, December 8

2014
Collaboration with Alex Schweder on ‘Out of Building Architecture (OBA)’ at Antarctopia, Venice 

Biennale of Architecture 

2014
Talk on Admissions Interviews as part of Sutton Trust Summer School, Department of Geography, 

University of Cambridge, July 18
2012
Public talk on ‘Polar Dreams, Ghosts, and Psychics’ for Cambridge Festival of Ideas, October 31 
2012
Consultant on exhibits for Cambridge Festival of Ideas, Scott Polar Research Institute, October 24-
November 4. Theme: ‘Dreams and Nightmares’  
2012
Talk on ‘The Paranormal Arctic’ as part of Sutton Trust Summer School, Scott Polar Research 
Institute, University of Cambridge, August 14
Media interest

2015    Interview on ‘Audible Structures’ on Project Radio UK (October 14), 
http://mixlr.com/projectradiouk/showreel/projectradiouk-on-mixlr-25
2015    Presentation on Four Thought, BBC Radio 4, entitled ‘The Power of Dreams’ (September 2), 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0680jh8
2014
Interview on ghost belief on The Why Factor, BBC World Service 
(August 15), 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p024dzql
2014
Interview in The New Inquiry, entitled "The Magnetic North", 28 (May), 8-
13, http://thenewinquiry.com/features/vol-28-editors-note-borders
2013 
Interview on Museum Secrets, Yesterday TV, season 3, episode 20 (UK broadcast date, August 2) 

2013
Guest on Sue Dougan Afternoon Show, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire (June 25)

2012
Guest on Sue Dougan Afternoon Show, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire (December 11)

2012
Interview on Sean Moncrieff Show, Newstalk FM (November 13) 

2012
‘Tutti i misteri dell’Artico’, feature in Giornaletissmo (November 1),
http://www.giornalettismo.com/archives/574867/quel-mondo-oscuro-delle-regioni-polari/
2012
Interview on polar ghosts, BBC Radio 4 Today Programme (October 31)

2012
‘The Dark Side of the White, Polar World’, feature in BBC News (October 31), 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-20139414
2012
Interview as part of Festival of Ideas, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 
(October 29)

2012
Interview on search for John Franklin’s ships, CBC Radio Victoria (August 31)

2011
‘How to End Bad Reviews, for Good’, feature in Times Higher Education, (September 1)

2010
Interview with ‘Something Else’ programme, BBC Radio Wales, (October 15)

2010
‘Our interest in Headless Figures began with Henry VIII – who else?’, feature in The Times, (October 
11)

2010
‘The Page 99 Test’, http://page99test.blogspot.com/2010/10/shane-
mccorristines-spectres-of-self.html, 
(October 1)

2010
Interview as part of Rachel Carson Center Digital Project (September)

2010
‘Ghosts and the English Reformation’, feature in BBC History Magazine, 
(September), p.14  

Website
http://www.shanemccorristine.net
RECENT ACADEMIC CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PAPERS

2017 
          (a)  Paper presented at Approaching Inner Lives: Thinking, Feeling, Believing, 1300-1900 workshop, 

University of East Anglia, entitled ‘Premonition Dreams and Occupational Risk in Victorian Britain’.

          (b) Paper presented at British Society for the History of Science annual conference, University of York,  

entitled ‘William Fletcher Barrett and Psychical Research in Ireland’.

          (c) Paper presented at Mapping the Past, Exploiting the Future: Cartographies and Understandings of the 

Arctic, National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, entitled ‘Spirit Maps, Clairvoyance, and the Ghostly 

Search for the Franklin Expedition’.

2016

Paper presented at the Corpses, Cadavers, and Catalogues conference, Barts Pathology Museum/Royal College of Surgeons, entitled ‘The Five-Fingered Beast: The Sinister History of the Hand of Glory’.

2015

Paper presented at ‘When is Death?’ conference, University of Leicester, entitled ‘William Corder and the Red Barn Murder: When is Death?’

2014

(With Bill Adams) paper presented at the Immortality and Infinitude in the Anthropocene conference, Environmental Humanities Laboratory, Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, entitled ‘Ghost Species’.

Paper presented at the Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, University of Toronto, entitled ‘The Ethereal Female in Victorian Arctic Exploration’.

2013

Paper presented at ‘Expanding Geographies, Uncertain Geographies: Traditions of Knowledge-Gathering, c. 1600-1850’, Maynooth University, entitled ‘Mapping Thought-Travelling in Victorian Culture: Some Emotional Geographies’.  
Paper presented at ‘The Geographical Unconscious’ workshop, Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge, entitled ‘On the Disappearance of Explorers’.
Paper presented at History and Philosophy of Science History Workshop, University of Cambridge, entitled ‘Have you Heard the Northern Lights? Science and Re-enchantment in 19th-century Arctic Exploration’.
Paper presented at European Society for Environmental History conference, LMU Munich, entitled ‘Walking in the Nineteenth-Century Arctic: Embodied and Disembodied Knowledges’.
Paper presented at RGS-IBG Annual International Conference, RGS and Imperial College London, entitled ‘Sir John Franklin in the Spirit World’. 
Invited lecture to Shackleton Autumn School, Athy Co. Kildare, entitled ‘Polar Otherworlds: Dreams and Ghosts in Arctic Exploration’.
Paper presented at Multidisciplinary Gender Seminar, St. Johns College, University of Cambridge, entitled ‘The Ethereal Female Motif in Victorian Arctic Fiction’.
2012

Paper presented at Canadian Association of Geographers Annual Meeting, Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences, Waterloo, Ontario, entitled ‘Have you Heard the Northern Lights?; Science and Superstition 
in Nineteenth-Century Arctic Exploration’.

2011

Invited Director’s Seminar, Institute of English Studies, School of Advanced Studies, University of London entitled ‘The Spectral Place of the Franklin Expedition in Contemporary Culture’.
Invited Social Anthropology Research Associates Seminar, University of Cambridge entitled ‘Animating Place: Dreamscapes of Arctic Exploration’.
(With Michael Bravo) Invited Department of English Staff-Student Seminar, Maynooth University, entitled ‘Arctic Passages: Rethinking Notions of Place and Mobility’. 
Paper presented to 3rd Congress of European Network in Universal and Global History, London School of Economics, entitled ‘Re-animating Place: Perspectives on Mobility and Disembodiment in British Arctic Exploration’. 
Paper presented to Ghosts and Apparitions in the Field: An International Workshop entitled ‘Mesmerism, Spiritualism and Arctic Exploration’.
Paper presented to Canadian Historical Association Annual Meeting, entitled ‘Searching for the Franklin Expedition: A Contemporary Canadian Ghost Story?’
Paper presented to the 7th International Congress of Arctic Social Sciences, entitled ‘Mesmerism and Victorian Arctic Exploration’.
Paper presented to the Polar Visual Culture Conference, University of St Andrew’s, entitled ‘Icarian Icescapes and Daedalean Dreamscapes: 
Envisioning Arctic Exploration’.  
Poster presented to 6th European Society for Environmental History Conference, entitled ‘Spirits of Place in Arctic Exploration, 1818-45’.   
Paper presented ‘Haunted Men: Masculinity in the Ghost Stories of the Victorian and Edwardian Eras’, University College Falmouth, entitled ‘The Game of Men and Ghosts in M.R. James’. 
Paper presented at ‘Exploring the Extraordinary’ Conference, York, entitled ‘Mesmerism and Victorian Arctic Exploration’.
Paper presented at ‘Peoples, Places, Stories’ International Conference, 
Linnaeus University, Kalmar, entitled ‘Emotional Haunting and the Ethereal Female in Victorian Arctic Ghost Fiction’.
Paper presented at ‘Conserving Nature at Sacred Sites: State of 
Knowledge and Prospects for Research’ Symposium, University of Zurich, entitled ‘Spirits of Place: A Unifying Concepts for Inhabited Sites in Arctic Exploration’.
Paper presented at ‘Wandering Feelings: The Transmission of Emotion in the Long Nineteenth Century’ Colloquium, Queen Mary University of London, entitled ‘Mesmerism, Technology and Affect in the Search for Sir John Franklin’s Arctic Expedition’.
2010

Paper presented to ‘Northern Environments’ Workshop, Rachel Carson Center, Ludwig-Maximilians Universität München entitled ‘Tourism and Victorian Arctic Exploration’.

Paper presented to 34th Annual Society for Psychical Research Conference, Sheffield 
University, entitled ‘William Fletcher Barrett and Psychical Research in Ireland’.

Paper presented to ‘“Our Birth is Nothing but our Death Begun”: The Role of Death, Burial and 
the Afterlife in Shaping Human Identity’ at the Humanities Institute of Ireland, University 
College Dublin, entitled ‘Searching for the Franklin Expedition: A Contemporary Canadian 
Ghost Story?’
Paper presented to Rachel Carson Center, Works-in-Progress meeting, entitled ‘Transformations 
of Landscape in Nineteenth-Century Ireland’.
Paper presented to Network in Canadian History & Environment virtual 
environmental history 
workshop on Place and Placelessness entitled ‘Representations of the West of Ireland, 1817-
1852: Wilderness, Suffering and Civilization’.
Invited McMenemy Seminar, Trinity Hall College, University of 
Cambridge, entitled ‘Seeing 
is Believing? Ghost-hunting in Victorian England’.
Invited Magic Circle Seminar, Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge entitled 
‘Spirits of Place in Arctic Exploration, 1818-45’.
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